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Subject: LATE CORRESPONDENCE - 12 AUGUST 2024 

Author: Carolyn Nurmi, Governance Officer  
File No: 24/142390 
Purpose of the 
Report: 

To table late correspondence as submitted for consideration by the 
Mayor and Councillors relevant to the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 
12 August 2024. 

Alignment to 
Delivery Program: 

Strategy 11.3: Ensure effective and efficient governance and risk 
management. 

 

Recommendation: 
 
THAT Council receives and notes the late correspondence and reads late correspondence in 
conjunction with the relevant Agenda items. 
 
 

Please find attached late correspondence relating to matters appearing on the Agenda for Council 
held on 12 August 2024. Correspondence received is listed below: 
 

 

Item No. Matter Author Page 

12.2 Tender for the Design & Construction of Wilberforce 
Avenue Car Park - 17 Dover Road, Rose Bay NSW 
2029 

Nancy George 3 

    

13.2 - R13 Fitzwilliam Road and Burrabirra Avenue, Vaucluse - 
Traffic Calming Measures Design Plan 

Arliss Blanch 5 

13.2 - R13 Fitzwilliam Road and Burrabirra Avenue, Vaucluse - 
Traffic Calming Measures Design Plan 

Dana 
McChesney-Clark 

6 

13.2 - R13 Fitzwilliam Road and Burrabirra Avenue, Vaucluse - 
Traffic Calming Measures Design Plan 

Lyndi Adler 24 

13.2 - R13 Fitzwilliam Road and Burrabirra Avenue, Vaucluse - 
Traffic Calming Measures Design Plan 

Ted & Maureen 
Kremer 

25 

13.2 - R13 Fitzwilliam Road and Burrabirra Avenue, Vaucluse - 
Traffic Calming Measures Design Plan 

Vivien & Maurie 
Stang 

31 

13.2 - R13 Fitzwilliam Road and Burrabirra Avenue, Vaucluse - 
Traffic Calming Measures Design Plan 

Farid Assaf 32 

13.2 - R13 Fitzwilliam Road and Burrabirra Avenue, Vaucluse - 
Traffic Calming Measures Design Plan 

Melissa Chew 40 

    

16.1 Notice of Motion - Save our Sydney Harbour Bernard Remond 44 

16.1 Notice of Motion - Save our Sydney Harbour Julieanne Mills 47 

16.1 Notice of Motion - Save our Sydney Harbour Mary Curran 48 
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consulted. Letters to building owners rarely trickle down and show a lack of respect to the heartbeat of the 
village. 

Again there are simple ways to circulate information & connect with business owners that we have shared. 
We can provide you with email addresses for them all. They are open every day pretty much, so I don't 
understand why it's been so hard. 

Council & community should always be aligned. Because council works for the community, the rate payer. 
In so many cases concerning development, this has not been the case in the past. I hope this changes 
moving forward. I am constantly optimistic. 

I will be watching with interest and look forward to your response. 

Thank you 
Nancy 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse tone & typos. 

NANCY GEORGES 

Attachment 1 Item 12.2 - Nancy George 
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Upon my purchase of the home, I have taken further steps to mitigate the issue. I rebuilt the 
fence at the corner and relocated the front gate, to prevent stormwater coming down Fitzwilliam 
Road overtopping at the corner ramp and entering my property. I also dug trenches around the 
front of my property, which were filled with blue metal and agricultural lines. The home’s 
downpipe drainage was also upgraded. I recently had the damaged veranda footing 
underpinned, at significant cost. 

 

Unfortunately, the measures undertaken have not addressed the persisting water issues. My 
naturestrips along the sides of Fitzwilliam and Burrabirra are usually damp, boggy and muddy, 
and have a foul odour. This significantly impacts amenity when crossing the naturestrip to 
access my home, or for pedestrians walking along the naturestrip, including to access the bus 
stop in front of my home on Fitzwilliam Road.  

 

The objector’s submissions minimise the extent and severity of the problem, alleging the issues 
are only in relation to flooding at my garage and isolated to impacting only one or two 
properties.  Instead the water issues impact many living along Fitzwilliam Road and along the 
southeastern side of Burrabirra, where I understand and observe many homes on Fitzwilliam 
are impacted by flooding during heavy rain events.   

 

In regard to alerting Council to the issues, soon after moving in in 2017, I first contacted council 
by phone. Subsequently, from 2022 I have made numerous requests in the Council app, 
communicated by email and spoken with council staff. I am very grateful to council staff for their 
efforts to address the issues with the proposed plans. 

 

I note some residents of Burrabirra have objected to the proposed plans. I strongly disagree 
with their assertions regarding traffic safety issues at the corner. It is my observation, from 7 
years of living at the subject corner, that the extra-ordinary width of the corner, arising in part 
from the non-alignment of the curbs, enables drivers to adopt a “racing line” and take the corner 
at excess speed. I am of the strong view that council’s proposed changes will have the effect of 
changing driver behaviour, causing them to slow down and remain within their lane when 
turning, vastly improving safety.  It is difficult to understand how anyone could reasonably object 
to measures which would slow traffic in a residential area, with significant numbers of 
pedestrians and young families. 
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I understand there are two specific concerns arising from the “Traffix” report commissioned by 
the objecting residents. The first is that a heavy rigid vehicle turning left from Fitzwilliam Road 
into Burrabirra will, for a short distance, partly cross the midline during the turn and could collide 
with a vehicle waiting to turn out of Burrabirra. It is my experience that it is uncommon for heavy 
rigid vehicles to enter Burrabirra, but even on the occasion that they might, the concerns 
addressed by “Traffix” could be addressed by the adoption by the truckdriver of the normal safe 
driving practice of checking the path is clear before turning. This is no different from the driving 
practices required when a car makes a U-turn.  

 

The second concern raised by “Traffix” is that the changes will prevent cars overtaking a slow 
turning car at the corner. Considering both streets are zoned 50km/hr, the risk of rear collision 
would only occur if the following car was driving dangerously by speeding. Overtaking a turning 
vehicle in circumstances where Fitzwilliam Road is a single lane road is dangerous, and the 
suggestion by “Traffix” here that such behaviour should be protected is bizarre.  

 

I note the author of the “Traffix” report, Justin Pindar, did not disclose any potential conflicts of 
interest and did not agree to be bound by the expert witness code of conduct. In such 
circumstances, the report can not be viewed as independent. 

 

Instead, it is my understanding that Council staff have consulted with local police and other 
experts and undertaken traffic modelling and that it is the unanimous view of those experts that 
the proposed changes will improve road safety in the vicinity. My delegate attended an onsite 
meeting in late June 2024, where experts confirmed the proposed changes were safe, and in 
fact would improve safety at the corner. The refusal of some residents to accept this expert 
advice should not be a barrier to addressing the issues regarding stormwater management, 
which have been assessed by experts in council as requiring action, and the adoption of 
changes based on expert safety advice. 

 

Further, I note that those residents who are objecting have acknowledged in their letter that they 
are not personally impacted by stormwater issues. I consider it unreasonable for the objectors to 
expect other residents to continue to tolerate unacceptable stormwater problems on the basis of 
their objections in relation to bizarre and disproven traffic scenarios. Astonishingly, one objector 
submitted, via their architect, that because they are no longer personally impacted by the 
stormwater, they newly object to the changes. In contrast, none of the people impacted by 
stormwater have objected to the proposed plans. Likewise, it is important to note that only 4 of 
22 households in Burrabirra have objected, suggesting that the majority of unaffected 
households are supportive, or at least neutral, in relation to the proposed changes.  

 

I also note that the objectors are misrepresenting the cost of the changes at this corner and 
asserting that this represents a waste of council funds by quoting the total cost of the project. 
However, it is my understanding that the project is of a large scope, with multiple different 
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component projects, and that the cost of the traffic changes at this corner which are in dispute 
represents a very small proportion of the total cost of the project, in the order of tens of 
thousands, compared to the approx. $500,000 total cost the objectors are touting. 

 

Council have conducted an independent assessment and determined that the stormwater 
issues at this site must be addressed. Affected residents have waited years for issues to be 
addressed by the planned changes. Once identified, council has a responsibility to prevent 
property damage and loss of amenity arising from the stormwater issues, especially in 
circumstances where the issues are most problematic during heavy rain events, and where 
heavy rain events are expected to be more severe and more frequent in the future due to 
climate change. It is prudent, efficient and cost effective for Council to maximise the positive 
outcome of the necessary expenditure on stormwater, to also simultaneously address traffic flow 
improvements.   

 

I appreciate your consideration of the issues and hope Council will support the planned 
improvements. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Melissa Chew 
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