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Subject: LATE CORRESPONDENCE - COUNCIL - 25 MARCH 2024 

Author: Sue O'Connor, Governance Officer  
File No: 24/52334 
Purpose of the 
Report: 

To table late correspondence as submitted for consideration by the 
Mayor and Councillors relevant to the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 
25 March 2024. 

Alignment to 
Delivery Program: 

Strategy 11.3: Ensure effective and efficient governance and risk 
management. 

 

Recommendation: 
 
THAT Council receives and notes the late correspondence and reads late correspondence in 
conjunction with the relevant Agenda items. 
 
 

Please find attached late correspondence relating to matters appearing on the Agenda for Council 
held on 25 March 2024. Correspondence received is listed below: 
 

Notice of Motion 

 

Item 
No. 

Matter Author Page 

16.1 Reduction in the Number of Councillors Councillor Sean Carmichael 3 

16.1 Reduction in the Number of Councillors Esther Hayter - The Paddington 
Society 

7 

16.1 Reduction in the Number of Councillors Robert Pompei - Darling Point 
Society 

10 

16.1 Reduction in the Number of Councillors Anthony Tregoning - Double Bay 
Residents' Assoc 

11 

16.1 Reduction in the Number of Councillors Tony Bond 13 

16.1 Reduction in the Number of Councillors David Chan 14 

16.1 Reduction in the Number of Councillors Ankeet Shah 15 

16.1 Reduction in the Number of Councillors Will Naughton 16 
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Sue O'Connor

LATE CORRO Item: l^i^

Previously to Clrs^// N

Mpptinn. C£>^A^\ ^

Subject: FW: Late correspondence Item 16.1 Date: 5C> I 3 / 1CQA

From: Sean Carmichael <Sean.Carmichael@woollahra.nsw.gov.au>

Sent: Monday, 25 March 2024 7:58 AM
To: Records <Records@woollahra.nsw.gov.au>; Sue O'Connor <Sue.OConnor@woollahra.nsw.gov.au>

Cc: CraigSwift-McNair <Craig.Swift-McNair@woollahra.nsw.gov.au>; Richard Shields

<Richard.Shields@woollahra.nsw.gov.au>; Sarah Swan <Sarah.Swan@woollahra.nsw.gov.au>

Subject: Late correspondence Item 16.1

Hi there,

I would like to recirculate this article I published in October 2019 as late correspondence for tonight's

deliberation on item 16.1.

Please kindly advise if there are any resolution or readability issues..

Yours warmly,

Sean
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LatteUfe-Hc Lthe Eastern Suburbs

Wentworth Jewish
schools and

religious institutions
granted $5.7m

lederal Member for Went-
worth, Dave Sharma MP
has welcomed the recent

announcement of $5.7 million

for Jewish schools and religious
institutions to bolster safety
and security within the Went-
worth community.

The Australian Government

has allocated S4L9 million un-
der Round 4 of the Safer Com-
munities Fund to enhance secu-

rity at schools, places of religious
worsliip and coammmty or'gani-

satwns which woik with chfl-
drcn vuhierable to harassment

or violence stemming from ra-

dal or rcli^ous intolerance.
•Ensuring Australians can

practice their faith and tradi-
rions in peace and safety, witfa-
out harassment or mtimida-

tion, is a core Australian value

and one of the most important
duties of any government," Mr

Sharma said.

The grants wfll be used to in-
stall CCTV cameras, fencing
and bollards, lighting, swipe
access-coatroned entrance and

exits as well as train and hire

armed security guards.
The last several months have

seen disturbing outbreaks ofan-

tisemitism, both here in Went-

worth and bullying incidents in
two Melbourne schools/*

The Jewish community is an
integral part of what makes the
fabric of Australia so strong and
rich, and this sort of intolerance
has no place in Australia." Mr

Shannasaid.

The twelve Jewish schools
and reBgious organisations
to receive grants in Went-

worth are;
* Yeshiva College Bondi
$450.000
* Emanuel WboUahra Pre-

school $450.000
• Emanud School $450.000
• Moriah College (sbc loca-
dons) $1,350^000
• Mount Son War Memo-
rial Kindergarten (286,280
•Sydney Chevra Kadisha
Synagogue $440.758
• Bondi Mizrachi Synagogue
$450,000
• Adath Yisroel Congrega-
tion $251,890
• Jewish House $362.725
• BINA Jewish Wisdom
$411,097
• The Central Synagogue
$419,572
• Dover Heights Shule
1403,571

Compare your
Council

ocal residents can now

access comprehensive
Istatistics on the opera-

dons of Woollahra Manidpal
CounciL
The NSW Government's Your

Council website., launched this

week, allows local residents ac-

cess to comprehensive statistics

on the operations of then- local
council and the profile of their
community.

At the dick of a button locals
can see they cpundls expeadi-

ture on infrastructure and ser-
vices as well as the number of fa-

alitfes such as swimming pools,
libraries and public hallsi within
thrir local government area.

There is also an interactive map

where ratepayers can compare
their council to others around

the State on a range of measures

such 35 rates, expenditure, and
infrastmcturc backlogs.

The website draw's on data al-

ready collected by the Office of
Local Government from NSW
councils and otiier agencies aud

presents it in an easy to under-

stand and user friendly \\tay.

The Your Council websitc
wiD also help guide develop-
ment of a new Performance

Measurement Framework with

consistent benchmarks for all
NSW councils.

It mil be updated annually as
new data becomes available.

yourrouncitjviw.gcw.av

CARMICHAEUS COL
Sean Cannichael was elected to Woollahra
in 2008, aged 20. Scan chaired Council^ Donflde
approval and he ensured the then-closed Rita Carlton w

hotel. Scan writes for LatteLife as a local resident and <

%^<^^^^^^^^^%^^

Too many cool
in Council's kitchen

"oollahra Councillors
are up for election in
the next 12 months

and it is not difficult to imag-
inc the type of themes we might
hear about Some candidates
will highlight tlieir green cre-
dcntials, whilst others will sell
thcu- approach to planning and
the urban environmeut.

The sensible ones will include
in their individual imd part}'
manifestos ways to support local

busmcsses who arc struggling

through a national retail rcccs-

sion, and also commit to dcliver-

mg a more efficient u5e of your
hard-earned ratepayer money.

The process can feel cliche
at times, and Bill Hcslop's old
chestnut, Tou can't stop pro-

grcss, is bound to be quipped
more than once... As if Muriels

Wedding had been released this
year, and not back in 1994.

Regardless, it is still an impor-

tant time for us fo decide the
future of our community, and
should be treated m earnest

Local councils affect our lives

in many more \vsys than you

might realise, so it always pays
to choose well at the ballot box.

Elections are not only impor-

tant times for choosing our lead-

ers, but they are tlie one time

councils have every four years to

hold referendums on important

civic questions of the day, such

as whether or not to adjust the

number of representatives we

elect to public office.
For my two cents, I think this is

a really important question that
should be in focus. Allow me to
explain:

Woollahra has 15 Councillors
representing 57,000 people,

all within 12 square kilome-
trcs. Woollahra also functions

much the same way as a corpo-

ration does. Councillors arc the

board members, the Mayor is

the Chairman, and die General

Manager is the CEO.
Sounds normal, except 15

board members is not a normal

sixe for almost any type of body.
Think about your favourite Aus-

tralian company, charity, com-

rnunity group, school, govem-
ment board, or organisation.
Their boards would have somc-
where between five to 12 mem-

bcrs, but unlikely any more than

12 - unless extenuating circum-

stances justified it.
Not only is Woollahras elected

Council much larger than all
of those, it is also significantly
larger than in equivalent Syd-
ney Councils. Mosman Council

luppily works \\-ith just seven
representatives. Lane Cove and

Canada Bay Councils equally
have similar board numbers to

Mosman, and all function just

fine.
Woollahra did have one ex-

tcnuating reawn for havTng so
many until quite recently, back

when Councillors still had the
power to approve or refuse dc-
velopment applications. With-

out this responsibility, it appears

routine Councillor workload ha-s

been cut by a good third, with
little emerging to fill that void.

Council should rccognLse this
change by paring back our elect-
cd body to a normal board size.

Not only mil it save money, it

would really enhance the quality
of debate in Woollahra Council
meetings.

rHiku meeting length for in-

stance. You want meetings to

only he us long as is necessary

to make a decision. You want
Councillors to be genuinely in-

terested in each others points of

view, and to be stimulated by the
diversify of ideas on oflFer.

Long and tiresome meetings

arc really unhealthy for decision
making. Duplicated arguments

going late into the night are a
chore to listen to. and can mean

Councillors begin to switch off.

That happens on plenty of is-
sues, because many Councillors

will want to virtue a signal or
'peacock' to secure that elusive

newspaper quote. The trouble

is, they all too often don't bring
anything new to the table by

grandstandin^. tt can really drag

out the meeting.

By paring tlie numbers back
to a typical board size. dupli-

catcd peacocking Is also heav-

ily cut down. Council meetings

\\i\\ then naturallv become more

meamngfuJ, productive, and

indeed enjoyable for its partici-
pants.

You could argue that board
composition matters more, but

good board composition can

only go so far. On this occa-sion.

size docs matter, too.

The voters themselves would

also benefit as locals would be
more Iikclv to know who their

local Councillors actuaUv- are.

They would also need to lobby
fewer people on important mat-

tcrs, yet still have the benefit of
highly localiscd representation.

A successful referendum held

this coming election would not

come into force until the* tcnn

after the nex-t one (l2024). Coim-

cillors voting to put tills question
to the people would know that,
if successful, they would all still
have another full term before

returning to office becomes anv

more challenging.

And what Ls the preferred
new number? I would think
tliat three councillors from the
east, three from the centre. and

three from the west of the mu-

nicipality totalling nine, would
be just as useful to voters as the

five wards of three Councillors
currently is. It would neatly re-

spcct that Wbollahra is a historic
amalgamation of Paddington,
Vaucluse and Woollahra Coun-

cils. Finally, three wards of three
is unlikely to unfairly alter the
representative balance on Wool-

lahra from what it is toda\^
If there is some other cxtenuat-

ing reason to maintain the status

quo, I would be happy to hear it
After having carefully observed
over the past 15 years, and at one

stage where I participated, I nm
struggling to see what that other
extenuating factor might now
be.
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Sue O'Connor

Subject: FW: Late correspondence Item 16.1

From: Scan Carmichael <Sean.Carmichael@woollahra.nsw.gov.au>

Sent: Monday, 25 March 2024 12:46 PM
To: Records <Records@woollahra.nsw.gov.au>; Sue O'Connor <Sue.OConnor@woollahra.nsw.gov.au>

Cc: CraigSwift-McNair <Craig.Swift-McNair@woollahra.nsw.gov.au>; Richard Shields

<Richard.Shields@woollahra.nsw.gov.au>; Sarah Swan <Sarah.Swan@woollahra.nsw.gov.au>

Subject: Re: Late correspondence Item 16.1

Hi there,

Apologies, please kindly also staple this to the late correspondence as further furnishing context. They were
both written within a month of each other in 2019., and the below provides some wider context to and

implications of the problem of too many chefs.

It is now of course 2024.

Many thanks,

Sean
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LatteUfe - Heartbeat of the Eastern Suburbs VoL2 - Issue 6

CARMICHAEUS COLUMN

heres an old adage that
thmgs tend to move fairly

s\ow}y through local gov-

eminent It Is very true, and it is

not always a bad th ing.
Take Woolworths Double Bay

forin.stancc. When I wa-s a Cut m-
cillor, T chaired the DA coimnit-

tec npproviil for tliis dc\'clo])-
ment. This was the third DA in

20 years Council had assessed.
Tlie first plan induded an eleven

storey hotel facing Nen- Soutli
Head Road, and I understood

that it included demolishing the

Sean Carmichael was elected to Woollahra Council as a Liberal Councillor in 2008, aged 20.
Sean chaired Council's Double Bay Woolworths DA approval and he ensured the tken-closed Rltz

^Carlton was reopened as a hotel. Scan writes for LatteLife as a local resident and community advocate. ^ Camiichael_Sean

^^Ay/^^/^A^^/^^/^A^^^^^MW/^^/^Af^^
begin planning for a new site

nithoirt risk of the old one
reopening.
It is getting towards the

end of 2019 - 15 years later.
The to\\i\ centre Ls struggling
through a national retail rc-

cession, claiming the famous
Cosmopolitan Ciife. Add into
that the advent of UberEats

hurting some local restau-

rants margins.

It is baffling that the new mixed
Cros?i Street dncma/c'arpark re-

development proposal look-; like
it's Wing kicked into the hori'/on

yet again. Neither home dcliv-
en- nor shopping mails can ulti-

mately compete with
a high-end night out
on the town. We are

'*":£>—ffi robbing ourselves of
^^ enormous regional

PROJECT PALAVER:
How long is too long?

Sheaf. Thankfully, the first one
never made it ofi'thc grouncL

The second proposal proved to

be uneconomic. Digging into the
acidic soil I was told would have

literallv corrodcd Uie sliovcls as

they tried to open up die hvo
storcys ofundergronntl iwrking.

The flnal propos<il n-iis Ic.s.s m-
tense, featuring neither under-

ground parking nor residential

flats. The development we huve

is far more sympathetic to tlie
surrounding area than any other

plan, and has contributed to the

THEFITZROYINN
Southern Highlands

I i^
••' <?'»\1

r<'
-K f-9 yf^

Following the success of our

WEDDING EXPO FIT2ROY INN
Will extend our special offers to

Lattet-ife readers

All enquiries call 02 4872 3457

Email: bookings@fitzroyinn.com.au

www.fitzroyinn.com.au

revitalisation of the e<istero side
of Double Bay.

Twenty years. A xcry long \v;ut

but it wis worth it. Flicking
through the history books at the
W(X)ll;ihm U)L';U ITi,storv' Centre

for a compamblc project, the

intcrchimgc devclop-
nicntnt Edged iffsim-
Harlytuok sewral pro-

pusals throughout the

1970s before the final
design was settled on
and completed.

The success ofEdge-

cliff as an integrated

urban development
is very [ffy by to-

days standard.**, and

the structure is now
looking tired, but
the development wa-s
ccrtmnlv ahead of

its time. The current

building is also leaps
and bounds ahead

of the monster-si'/ed

development a5 originaHy enAis-

aged.
Woallahra Council is now ru-

moured to be contemplating

revitalising the whole Edgeclift'
precinct - including the inter-
change. At the time of publica-

tion, it is not yet known what

tills will lcxik like. In principal
however, this could be a good

idea.
A stunning gatcwiy into Syd-

ncvs I^'Lstcrn Subnrly would be

magnificent! Anything that eas-
es the traffic pindi-puint build-

ing up here over coming decades

deserves close consideration,

Nevvrthelciis I look forward to
seeing the first design proposal,

and hope the right balance is
struck.

The conclusion we take iw.-dy
from history i.s fairly straight-

forward though; slow is good

when it comes to getting major
projects right Time needs to be

taken to both persuade and also
carefully listen to the communi-

tv about the prospect ofchiinge.

Council needs to respond and re-

shape projects as is necessary to
deliver economic gnmth and so-

cial improvement, and to protect

the wonderftil clmracter of our

area, Sumetimes it must even
cancel them altogether if one is

not going to work.
But when is slow just too slow

to get to project absolution?
When the answer is clearly in

front of us, smd we choose not to

act, then it is fair to sav we have

arrived at this point.
For instance, it i.s alino.st crinii-

nal that 'plan Double Bay' is not

yet finisluxl. A luxui-y liotel IHLS

reopened und WooI\\T)rths is
now rebuilt, but where on earth

is the planned Arthouse cinema?

For a bit more hktory- here,

the prCMOus t\vin cinema on
New South Head Road closed

in 2004 after Westfield Bondi
Junction opened. Read into the

link as you will.
Eventually plans for the old

twin cinema site redevelopment

were submitted and approved in
2012, which allowed Council to

-v^J. ^: w *.^ - prestige by handcuff-
ing Double Bays po-
tcntial like this.
Speaking of car

parivs, in 2012 I

moved a motion for
ail open iiir car park
in Wilherforce Av-

cnnc, Rose Bay to
be converted into a
multi-storey ear pnrk

\\'\t}\ public toilets and
a community cen-

tre. Plans have pro-
gi'cssed, but have not

yet left the drawing board. An-

other time delay blowout...

Not every project \\il\ succeed
at the end of planning and con -

suhation, and nor .should every
project. Whilst I don't class it as

a major project, the Rush cutters
Bay Skate Park is one that re<illv

should be tcrniinutccL After scv-

cral g(»(xl giies, Council just does
not seem to be able to niakc it

work in this park Time to leave
it alone and mow on.
Any number of us could point

to y series ofmedium-sixecl pro-
jects that are takmg too long to
be finalised. 1'hese are merely mv

own bugbears. The pace needs to
be so much quicker than it is,
and history reveals \vc should

both know and indeed be doinK
better.

Prudence is important; but a
healthy dose of municipal en-

ci'gy, courage^ and ngour is also

needed.

LatteLit^
VOLUME 2 - ISSUE 6

CristianKing
Editor

Oscar James
Sub Editor

JonUndsay
Journalist

Cassandra Mumieks
Journalist

EmUSchliiter
Reporter

BeUndaRoUand
Social Photographer

BenkoUre
Contributor

Scan Carmichael
Contributor

Alexander King
Art Director

ToniWhitelaw
Group AdvertismgManger
0415,991480

Published by

KINGMEDIAl

General enquiries
info@latte.life(no.com.au)

Editorial Enquiries
newsdesk@>kingmediagroup.

com.au

PO Box 684
BOWRAL NSW 2576

LatteUfe Eastern Suburbs
Newspaper fully supports
the Advertising Code of
Practice, which inaccord-
ance with our belief that
the maintenance of high
standards of advertising
builds character and good
business.
We will, at all times. and
to the best of our ability,
only publish advertise-
ments which support the
Advertising Code of
Practice.

King Media Regional has
a comprehensive Editorial
Guidlines Policy and
Complaints Handling
Policy.

If you would like to
receive a copy of either
or both of these policies,
please email:
complamts@latteJife
(no .com.au)

or call 0431227 681 to
have a copy mailed to you.
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